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Upper Monroe's neighbors have been doing 
anything but treading water this year. The 
Armory task force has been working hard to 
keep neighborhood interests front and center 
as the Culver Road Armory re-development 
process moves forward.! UMNA as a whole 
has been collaborating with City leaders, 
police, non-proÞts and businesses to bring 
positive changes to our Monroe Avenue strip.

But it has not all been meetings, grant 
writing, and planning sessions, we have had 
fun too. UMNA hosted a wonderfully 
successful winter party in January that 
enticed neighbors to come out of their dens to 
enjoy great food and each otherÕs company. 
On July 18th, UMNA and the New Life 
Presbyterian Church will host an ice cream 
social that is open to all in the neighborhood.

With out a doubt, we are moving the ball 
forward but there is still a lot to be done. With 
your help, TOGETHER we can make our 
neighborhood reßect the amenities and values 
you would like to see! Become a member of 
our neighborhood association and make a 
difference.! To become a member, simply 
complete the form on the back of this 
newsletter or contact either myself or Chris 
Stevens. Better yet, come to our next meeting 
at The Corner Place (the 1st Wed. of every 
month).! Come see how gratifying and fun 
neighborhood involvement can be!

See you in the neighborhood!

- Bill Schwappacher

3rd Annual Garden 
Sale, A Major Success.
The Upper Monroe Neighborhood Association 
hosted itÕs 3rd annual plant sale this past May. The 
sale surpassed all records by grossing close to 
$1,200. All proÞts will go towards neighborhood 
improvement projects and activities. Special thanks 
to Josh Bauroth, Cheryl Dorrance, Miriam Gale, 
MaryEllen Lille, Greg Rice, Judy Sternberg, Chris 
Stevens, Dave Walsh and everyone else that helped 
make this such a success.

PACTAC Group to be 
Formed
Police and Citizens Together Against Crime is 
similar to a Neighborhood Watch, where citizens 
help patrol their neighborhoods and report 
suspicious activity to police. PACTACers, as they're 
called, receive special training and carry a Rochester 
Police Department radio. This is great way to make 
a statement that UMNA cares about the security of 
this neighborhood and won't tolerate illegal activity.  
It's also a fun way to meet people and get a little 
exercise. If you are interested in joining the UMNA 
PAC-TAC, call Patrick Flanigan of Rosedale Street at 
442-4296.

UMNA Seeks 
Community Garden

Upper Monroe may soon 
join the ranks of 
hundreds of other 
communities across the 
nation when it opens its 
new community oriented 
garden. The goal is to 

provide a space for neighbors to grow fruits and 
vegetables and create a venue agricultural youth 
activities. The project is still in its early planning 
stages so there is plenty of time for your input. For 
more information contact Bill Schwappacher 
(umna@holimolimedia.com)

Armory Task Force
Last Spring, UMNA and twelve other community 
organizations formed the Culver Road Armory Task 
Force to inßuence the future development of the 

site.! To date, the Task Force and City of Rochester 
have maintained a regular communication to share 
preferred outcomes, exchange information and 
develop a positive working relationship.! As 
information develops, the task force will continue to 
relay information from the city and provide 
feedback and preferences for potential uses for the 
site.! There is no schedule in place at this time 
though we anticipate that the City and Task Force 
will work diligently to facilitate appropriate 
development of the Culver Road Armory site.! 
Anyone having any questions is welcome to contact 
Bill Jones, co-chairman of the Task Force. He can be 
reached at 469-6776 or billjones@rochester.rr.com.

New Temple Sign
Earlier this year, the City cited the Temple for 
having a non-compliant sign for their Thrift Shop.  
Initially they asked the City for a variance, but 
UMNA protested since it not only did not meet 
code, but was also not reßective of the new design 
guidelines that had been developed.  Bill Jones from 
TREC and Chris Stevens from UMNA met with 
representatives of the Temple to work on a new 
design and developed what has recently been 
installed.  These design guidelines were developed 
for UMNA by the Rochester Regional Community 
Design Center and UMNAÕs Design Guidelines 
Committee as an outgrowth of the 2004 Design 
Charrette.  TREC has also secured funding from the 
City to help pay for other signs that meet these 
guidelines so hopefully there will more signs of this 
quality in the future.

Buy Local Campaign
As part of TRECÕs work in Upper Monroe they have 
been working with the Service Learning program at 
St. John Fisher College to develop a Òbuy localÓ 
campaign on Monroe Avenue.  On Sunday, April 
5th, the group held their Þrst event at the Thrift 
Shop at Temple Beth Sholom.  Although the 
weekend weather was a challenge, the event was 
successful with over 70 residents making donations 
and purchases.  Other events are currently in the 
planning stages and TREC has recently been 
awarded a NeighborGood grant from the Rochester 
Area Community Foundation to fund these 
activities. 
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So you want to 
organize a block 
party?
One of the best ways to get to know your 
neighbors is to organize an old-fashioned 
block party for your street.  The easiest way to 
do this is to just hold the block party at 
someoneÕs house and hand-out ßyers up and 
down your street announcing the event.  Then 
you would pick a theme for food and 
activities, or just hold a free-for-all pot luck 
supper.  Activities could include anything 
from organized childrenÕs games or bike 
parades, pop-corn machines, display of Þre 
department equipment, balloons, etc. on 
down to do nothing but talk to your 
neighbors.  While informal, even these small 
block parties often beneÞt from an ad hoc 
block planning committee just to spread the 
work and insure a successful event.

But sometimes you want to do more by 
blocking-off your street.  This gets a little more 
complicated since you canÕt just block off any 
ole street without City approval.  To block off 
your street, you have to apply for a City 
Òspecial eventÓ and a street closure permit 
through the CityÕs Special Events OfÞce.  To 
close the street will require a petition with 
signatures of 60% of the residents.  While this 
is a pain, it can often be a good way to meet 
your neighbors and to publicize the block 
party.  (Note: donÕt let the 4 page special event 
form scare you to death.  It is used for major 
parades, large festivals, races/walks so much 
of the form does not apply to block parties.  
Also donÕt read the Þne print of the special 
even form too well since some attorneys have 
been known to have apoplexy regarding some 
of the liability language).  Someone will have 

Name:     ________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

Phone:    _____________________ 

Email*:    ________________________________________________ 

* You can provide your email address to receive periodic email updates.  In 
our mailings, your address is hidden from other UMNA members, and is 
not distributed to anyone else (weÕre all fed up with spam!). 

Annual Dues: 

  $10 (household, property owner, or business) 

  $5 (senior citizen, student, or renter) 

  $30 Household SEAC + UMNA (normally $40 for both) 

  $_______ - Donation to the Monroe Avenue BeautiÞcation Fund 

  $_______ - Additional support 

Make checks payable to UMNA and mail or return it to:

Chris Stevens
179 Crosman Terrance
Rochester, NY 14620 

The Upper Monroe Neighborhood Association (UMNA) is a not-for-proÞt 
advocacy group representing the 3,300 residents and property owners in the 
Upper Monroe Neighborhood.
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 Josh Bauroth, Daniele Conners , Patrick Flanigan, Anne Lichtenstein, Bill 
Schwappacher, Chris Stevens, John Thomas

UMNA OfÞcers:

President - Bill Schwappacher,  Secretary - Chris Stevens, Gardens - Anne 
Lichtenstein, Volunteer Coordinator -  Jane Alexander, Webmaster - Frank 
Regan.

to deliver the petition (along with the permit 
application form and a check for $20) to the OfÞce 
of Special Events in room 202A of City Hall.  The 
City will deliver barricades and trash boxes if you 
need them (8Õ long barricades cost $7 and the trash 
boxes are $3).  The City will notify the Police 
Department and they will often stop by to say 
hello.

Other than the permit forms, block parties which 
close the street will require the same or greater 
planning and organization as the off-street parties.  
Generally, the larger the block party, the more 
work and the more need for a planning committee.  
But large or small, UMNA certainly supports any 
efforts you make to sponsor block parties and to 
get to know your neighbors better.

If you have any questions, please give me a call at 
442-2035

- John Thomas

Garden Group
Like the Upper Monroe Gardens? So do we. The 
Upper Monroe Garden Group plants and 
maintains the gardens in your neighborhood.  
Please join us and help beautify your 
neighborhood. You can participate as little or as 
much as you want, donÕt worry if you donÕt know 
much about gardening, itÕs a great opportunity to 
learn. 

The Garden Group meets one evening a week and 
rotates through our neighborhood gardens, 
keeping them nice and tidy. In the summer, we 
have containers on Monroe, and they need 
watering. For more information, please contact 
Jane at 244-8415 or gojane@frontiernet.net. An 
important beneÞt of gardening in our 
neighborhood is the chance to meet some 
wonderful friends that share the common desire to 
have our community look its best.

   Support Your Neighborhood by Making a Donation
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