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President's Message
Upper Monroe's neighbors have been doing 
anything but hibernating this winter. In addition 
to our tireless citizen and business advocacy, we 
have been working with the City and other non-
proÞts to bring more resources and opportunities 
to our neighborhood that will result in permanent 
change for the better.

For example, UMNA has worked with the South 
East Area Coalition (SEAC) to secure the 
prestigious New York Main Street g rant  in an 
effort to bring positive changes to our Monroe 
Avenue strip.

We have also raised thousands of dollars for the 
second phase of Wide Waters community garden. 
This asset will continue to be a catalyst for 
providing locally grown produce to City residents, 
fostering healthy eating habits in our youth and 
providing a much needed civic gathering spot.

With out a doubt, we are moving the ball forward 
but there is still a lot to be done. With your help, 
TOGETHER we can make our neighborhood 
reßect the amenities and values you would like to 
see! Become a member of our neighborhood 
association and make a difference.! To become a 
member, simply complete the form on the back of 
this newsletter or contact either myself or Jane 
Alexander. Better yet, come to our next meeting at 
The Corner Place (the 1st Tuesday of every month 
at 7:00 pm 969 Monroe).! Come see how 
gratifying and fun neighborhood involvement can 
be!

See you in the neighborhood!

- Bill Schwappacher

Wide Water Gardens 
Open For Season 2
Our very popular community garden has opened 
for its second season. This year the gardens have 
added 20 new plots and will be introducing a 
vineyard and fruit trees for all to enjoy.

Though all of the plots have been rented, there are 
still plenty of activities to be a part of. If you would 
like to Þnd out more about this exciting resource, 
please visit: www.uppermonroeavenue.org/
widewatergardens.!

Get ready to Clean Sweep
!Clean Sweep, the annual city-sponsored spring 
cleaning of streets and neighborhoods, returns to 
the Southeast Quadrant May 21 and we need 
volunteers to help in the Upper Monroe 
Neighborhood.

!Projects on our to-do list include sprucing up the 
Wide Water Gardens at the corner of Hinsdale and 
Rosedale streets; and the many community ßower 
beds/gardens throughout the neighborhood, 
including the two neighborhood entry gardens at 
Monroe and Culver and !Monroe and Engel Place. 
WeÕll also be cleaning litter along the length of the 
avenue between Culver and Interstate 490. City 
crews will retrieve the bags of litter at the end of the 
day.

!If youÕd like to participate, meet us at the city tent 
at Cobbs Hill Park between 8:30 and 9 a.m. There 
will be coffee and doughnuts to get us started and 
send us on our way. Bring a rake, broom or shovel 
and gloves if you have them. Some may be 
provided by the city. Everyone can return to the tent 
about noon for a picnic lunch provided by the city.

!If you have any questions, please call Patrick 
Flanigan at 442-4296 or email!theßanclan4@aol.com. 
Or visit the city website 
at!www.cityofrochester.gov/cleansweep .

Garden Group
Again, on this cold and rainy day. I am hoping for 
the early arrival of spring and the opportunity to be 
outside watching our Monroe Avenue gardens 
awake and bloom.! Their planting and maintenance 
have added so much to the neighborhood. But their 
value does not end with the beauty of the ßowers 
but includes the comradrie and friendship of those 

involved in their care.! We work for an hour 
Wednesdays from 7 to 8 in the evening and!indulge 
in ice cream on my porch afterwards.! We'd love 
more help!! Call and leave a message to get on the 
weekly notiÞcation list.

 Jane Alexander - 244-8415!!!

Recycling in Upper Monroe
A local business owner asked me recently, ÒWhere 
do I recycle ßorescent bulbs?Ó! The answer is: 
ÒMercury (thermometers, thermostats, ßuorescent 
tubes; Note: Compact Fluorescent Lightbulbs (CFLs) 
should be brought to any Home Depot for 
recycling)Ó http://www.monroecounty.gov/des-
hhw.php .!!! At this site, youÕll learn all about taking 
care of all hazardous waste.

But, thereÕs more to keeping Upper Monroe Avenue 
neighborhood clean and environmentally healthy 
than disposing light bulbs properly.! We can make 
our neighborhood healthier and even increase the 
value of our homes by making sure all waste gets 
taken care of properly.! As chairperson of the 
Rochester Sierra ClubÕs Zero Waste committee for 
the past two years, I learned that a lot of folks really 
care about reducing, reusing, and recycling waste.! 
ItÕs of those environmental actions (Remember: 
Earth Day is April 22nd) that everyone can do just 
by changing a few daily habits.! Think when you are 
disposing of something that youÕre taking 
responsibility for the health of our environment.! 
The best place to Þnd out about recycling and just 
about everything in our area on eliminating wastes 
(including local laws on the matter) is the Monroe 
County Solid Waste dept: http://
www.monroecounty.gov/des-solidwaste.php

Also, for those who are accustomed to marching 
their old TVÕs and other electronic to the curb, 
please think again about that.! LetÕs keep electronics 
and their toxic heavy metals out of our landÞlls. On 
April 1st, a new law on recycling E-waste on April 
1st came into effect for New York State.! It 
encourages manufactures of our gadgets to take 
them back and recycling them.! It also makes it 
easier for you to do that.!

A new law by the NYS Dept. of Environmental 
Conservation entitled the Electronic Equipment 
Recycling and Reuse Act mandates that beginning 
April 1, 2011, manufacturers of covered electronic 
equipment [those covered by the law] will be 
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required to accept computers and audio visual 
equipment.

!You can take your E-waste and other 
household goods to Goodwill or some of the 
other charity organizations so your stuff will 
be reused.! You can check out this local 
recycling page for all kinds of local recycling 
information: http://
www.rochesterenvironment.com/
recycling.htm  .! And, because of Monroe 
CountyÕs efforts, you can recycle paper easily.! 
ThereÕs way too much paper going into our 
waste stream and not our recycling stream.! 
Get all the info you need on residential 
recycling here: http://
www.monroecounty.gov/des-
residentialrecycling.php !

What you should not do is not recycle.! 
Businesses can make money off your old stuff, 
our neighborhood will look great with no 
trash ßying and lying about, and you will take 
pride in your choice to live in the Upper 
Monroe Avenue neighborhood.

- Frank Regan

Garden Sale
Neighbors please note the UMNA Garden 
Sale will be on hiatus for this year.!Look for 
this annual event to return next year.!

Happy spring planting and bountiful summer 
gardens to you all!!!See you next year

UMNAÕs 2011 Bicycle 
Boulevard Ride 
On Sunday, May 22nd at 1 PM in Cobbs Hill 
Park (the corner of Norris Dr. and Culver 
Road), we will hold another Bicycle Boulevard 

Name:     ________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

Phone:    _____________________ 

Email*:    ________________________________________________ 

* You can provide your email address to receive periodic email updates.  In 
our mailings, your address is hidden from other UMNA members, and is 
not distributed to anyone else (weÕre all fed up with spam!). 

Annual Dues: 

  $10 (household, property owner, or business) 

  $5 (senior citizen, student, or renter) 

  $30 Household SEAC + UMNA (normally $40 for both) 

  $_______ - Donation to the Monroe Avenue BeautiÞcation Fund 

  $_______ - Additional support 

Make checks payable to UMNA and mail or return it to:

Jane Alexander
63 Avondale Park
Rochester, NY 14620 

The Upper Monroe Neighborhood Association (UMNA) is a not-for-proÞt 
advocacy group representing the 3,300 residents and property owners in the 
Upper Monroe Neighborhood.

Newsletter contributors:

Jane Alexander, Patrick Flanigan , Ellen Lyttle, Frank Regan , Bill 
Schwappacher,

UMNA OfÞcers:

President - Bill Schwappacher,  Secretary - Ellen Lyttle , Treasurer - Jane 
Alexander

ride.  Our ride is call the Upper Monroe/ Swillburg 
Bicycle Boulevard ride.  The bicycle ride will begin 
at 1PM sharp and it will be lead by a Rochester 
Bicycling Club Board member.  YouÕll need to wear 
a helmet and children under 18 must be 
accompanied by an adult.  

Last year, over forty bicyclists rode the bicycle 
boulevard demonstration ride through Upper 
Monroe neighborhood in Rochester, New York. 
They were not racers, or members of a single 
bicycling club, or recruits for a charity ride. They 
were just ordinary folks like you Þnding out what a 
bicycle boulevard would look and feel like in our 
area.  Maybe, it is a harbinger of things to come. 

This ride is part of Rochester Bike Week, which is 
hosted by the Rochester Cycling Alliance.  There 
will be more rides during the week of May 20th - 
27th. Stay tuned to all information about this ride 
and Bike Week on our web site: 
UpperMonroeNeighborhood.org. 

Along with the Swillburg neighborhood, UMNAÕs 
endorsement last year helped get bicycle 
boulevards into the Þnal version of the Rochester 
Bicycle Master Plan: "The City of Rochester wants 
to make it easier for you to get around on your 
bicycle. The plan's recommendations will serve as a 
framework for the city's future investment in 
bicycle infrastructure."  Check it out at http://
www.cityofrochester.gov/bikeplan/  

Besides having a great time with your friends and 
neighbors, consider while your bicycling with us 
that boulevards will help reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, make you healthier, and create a more 
vibrant neighborhood.  This ride is sponsored by 
the Upper Monroe Neighborhood, Swillburg 
Neighborhood, and the Rochester Sierra Club 
Transportation Committee.  Financial sponsorship 
for Bike Week 2011 is provided by Rochester 
Bicycling Club.  For other Bike Week rides in 
Rochester, go to Rochester Cycling Alliance: 
rochestercyclingalliance.org.

   Support Your Neighborhood by Making a Donation

S P O N S O R S
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