
Free eBooks 

Additional Information 

Amazon Kindle 

Due to restrictions Amazon has placed on the Kindle, 
the Kindle is not compatible with OverDrive ebooks. 
 
However, all of the websites listed in the “Free 
eBooks” section above offer ebooks that are 
compatible with the Kindle. 

The Basics 
Most books published prior to 1923 are in the public 
domain and can be legally downloaded for free.  
 
These books include popular authors like Jane 
Austen, Mark Twain, William Shakespeare, and Walt 
Whitman. 
 
Because these ebooks do not contain the same 
copyright restrictions that commercially available 
ebooks do, they can be viewed on a wider range of   
e-readers and mobile devices. 
 
Free eBook Resources 
Project Gutenberg 
gutenberg.org 
 
Many Books 
manybooks.net 
 
Internet Archive 
archive.org/details/texts 
 
Baen Free Library 
baen.com/library/defaultTitles.htm 

If you have any questions about ebooks, OverDrive, 
Adobe Digital Editions, or OverDrive Media Console 
please contact the staff at your library. 
 
A more comprehensive guide 
to using OverDrive and Adobe 
Digital Editions can be 
downloaded by scanning this 
QR code with your smartphone. 

 
Revised 2/3/2011 

 

The Basics 

To view the library’s collection of ebooks, visit     
overdrive.libraryweb.org.  

 

If you are using an e-reader or computer, you 
must install and register Adobe Digital Editions on 
your computer before you can use OverDrive 
ebooks. 

 

If you are using a device running Apple iOS or 
Android OS, you must first install and register the 
OverDrive Media Console mobile app before you can 
use OverDrive ebooks.  

 

OverDrive ebooks are available in EPUB and PDF 
formats, and are copy protected. 

 

Compatibility 

OverDrive ebooks are compatible with both Windows 
PCs and Macs, as well as a wide variety of e-
readers, smartphones, and tablet PCs. This list 
includes popular devices made by Apple, Barnes & 
Noble, HTC, LG, Motorola, Samsung, Sony, and 
more. A complete list of compatible devices can be 
found at www.tinyurl.com/wplreaders. 
 
Due to restrictions that Amazon has placed on the 
Kindle, the Kindle is not compatible with OverDrive 
ebooks.  
 

Using the OverDrive Catalog 

From the start page, ebooks can be browsed by 
clicking the links listed below “eBook Fiction” and 
“eBook Nonfiction” indicated by the white arrows, 
You can also keyword search ebooks. 

 

To download an ebook, click the “add to digital cart” 
link indicated by the black arrow. You will be 
prompted to enter your library card barcode number 
and choose how long you wish to borrow the ebook. 
The web page will then display a download button 
that enables you to either save the ebook to your 
computer or open it immediately in Adobe Digital 
Editions or the OverDrive Media Console app. 
 
If an ebook it unavailable, the “add to digital cart” link 
will instead read “join waiting list.” 

OverDrive 

A screenshot of the OverDrive start page. The 
ebook collection can be browsed or searched from 
this page. 

A screenshot of the content details page for the 
ebook Sula. Plot description, reviews, author 
biography, availability, and format information can 
be found on this page. 
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Registering Adobe Digital Editions  
Once you install Adobe Digital Editions and launch it for the first time, you will be prompted to enter your Adobe ID 
and password. 
 
You can create an Adobe ID for free by clicking the “get an Adobe ID online” link or visiting                        
adobe.com/cfusion/membership/index.cfm (click “Create an Adobe Account”). 
 

If you were required to register your e-reader using an email address, you must register for an 
Adobe ID using that same email address. 

 
Library View 
To open a book to read on your computer, activate the drop down menu next to the book by clicking the “Item 
Options” button. 
 
eBooks can also be returned to the library early by selecting “Return Borrowed Item” from the drop down menu. 
OverDrive ebooks can be sorted into different “Bookshelves” in the left-hand side bar.  
 
Reading View 
Once a book is opened, Adobe Digital Editions will switch to “Reading View.” 
 
From the top menu bar, you can increase or decrease text size, view bookmarks you have created, and in some 
ebooks, print selections of the text. You can toggle between “Library View” and “Reading View” by clicking the two 
buttons in the upper left-hand corner of the window. 
 
You can advance to specific chapters by clicking the links listed in the left-hand sidebar. To scroll backward and 
forward through the text, click the arrows in the bottom right-hand corner of the screen.  
 
Transferring an eBook to an e-Reader 
First, plug the e-reader into your computer using the cable the e-reader manufacturer provided with the e-reader. 
  
Once the e-reader is connected to the computer, it will appear in the left hand sidebar of the “Library View” window. 
Drag the ebook you want to load onto your device to the e-reader icon in the left-hand sidebar. On some e-readers, 
the ebook will appear in “My Documents” and not in your library or with purchased ebooks. 
 
Additional Help 
A more comprehensive guide to using OverDrive and Adobe Digital Editions can be downloaded from the “eBooks” 
link in the “Download” menu on the main page of libraryweb.org. 

Adobe Digital Editions 

The Basics 
Adobe Digital Editions is a free application that is used to organize ebook collections, read ebooks on a computer, 
and load ebooks on to compatible e-readers. 
 
Adobe Digital Editions can be downloaded at overdrive.libraryweb.org under the “Software Downloads” section in 
the left-hand column.  

The Basics 
OverDrive Media Console is a free mobile app that is 
used to read EPUB ebooks and listen to downloadable 
MP3 audio books on Apple iOS devices and some 
Android OS devices. PDF ebooks and WMA 
downloadable audio books are not compatible with 
the OverDrive Media Console mobile app. 
 
The OverDrive app allows users to download EPUB 
ebooks and MP3 audio books wirelessly, simplifying the 
process by eliminating the need to first sync your device 
with a computer. 
 
The app can be downloaded from the Apple App Store 
and the Android Market. 
 

Compatibility: 
All Apple products running iOS 4.0 or newer. 
 
Some Android smartphones and tablets running Android 
1.5 or newer: 

OverDrive Media Console Mobile App 

Registering OverDrive Media Console 
If you are using an Apple device, launch the OverDrive Media Console mobile app and tap the “Get Books +” button 
in the upper right corner of the main screen. Tap the “Settings” button at the bottom of the screen. Under “eBook 
Settings,”  tap “Authorize with Adobe ID.” Enter your Adobe ID and tap the “Authorize” button.  
 
If you are using an Android device, launch the OverDrive Media Console mobile app, press the “Menu Key” and tap 
“App Settings,” and enter your Adobe ID.  
 
If you do not have an Adobe ID, you can create on for free by visiting www.tinyurl.com/wplregister. 
 
Downloading an eBook 
Using your device’s web browser, visit overdrive.libraryweb.org and download an ebook following the directions in 
the “Using the OverDrive Catalog” section of this pamphlet. If you are using a mobile device, your web browser will 
display a mobile formatted version of the OverDrive catalog. 
 
After you select an ebook for download, the next time you launch the OverDrive Media Console mobile app, you will 
be prompted to download the ebook or ebooks you selected. After selecting “Download Now” on Apple devices or 
“Download” on Android devices, the ebooks will be downloaded and added to your library. 
 
Reading an eBook 
To begin reading an ebook, tap the thumbnail image of the cover of the ebook.  
 
To flip through the pages one at a time, slide your finger across the screen from right to left to flip the page forward 
or left to right to flip the page backward.  
 
On Apple devices, you can advance to different chapters of the book, change the font size, and place bookmarks by 
tapping buttons at the top of the screen. On Android devices, you must first press the “Menu Key” to access 
different chapters of the book, change the font size, and place bookmarks. 
 
On Apple devices, ebooks can be deleted by tapping the “Edit” button at the top left-hand side of the library screen, 
then tapping the red circle, and then tapping the “Delete” button. On Android devices, a book can be deleted by first 
opening it, then by pressing the “Menu Key,” and then tapping the “Delete” button  
 
eBooks that have been downloaded using the OverDrive Media Console app can not be returned early. 
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